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The Unlimited Extent and F tal Bleſſed- 
neſs of God's Spiritual en, 


Rev vii. 9. 10. 


AFTER THIs I BEHELD, AND Lo, A GREAT MULTI- 
TUDE, WHICH NO MAN COULD NUMBER, OF ALL 
NATIONS, AND KINDREDS, AND PEOPLE, AND 
TONGUES, STOOD BEFORE, THE THRONE, AND 
B FORE THE LAMB, CLOTHED WITH WHITE 
ROBES, AD PALMS IN THEIR HANDS; AND 
CRIED WITH A LOUD VOICE, SAYING, SALVA- 
TION TO OUR GoD WHICH SITTETH UPON THE 
THRONE, AND VNTO THE LAMB. 


M ON G the various marks which the goſpel 
bears of a divine original, the account it 
gives of the happineſs ot a future world is 
none of the leaſt ſtriking. The religions of 

human invention did miſerably err with regard to man's 

final deſtination and chief good: the ingredients of that 
fancied happineſs they promiſed their votaries, were nei- 
ther ſuitable to our ideas of rational exiſtence. nor to the 
purity and dignity of the human ſoul, The elyſium of 
the poets was wild and chimerical : the paradiſe deſcri- 

bed in the Koran of Mahomet is groſs and ſenſual E- 

ven thoſe in the Heathen world who were moſt renown- 

ed for wiſdom and for virtue, being unenlightened by th th 

revelation of God, were but like blind men groping in 
the dark ; whilſt throvgh the miſts and fogs of error and 
ignorance they did not rightly perceive the author and 
end 


„ 

end of all things; but dreamed of compleat happineſs 
to the immortal ſpirit of man, in the exerciſ': of his ſo- 
cial and intellectual powers, without any due knowledge 
of or communion with the Father of our ſpirits, — the 
eternal ſource and ſum of all true felicity, Thus the 
greateſt of moral philoſophers, in his lait converſation 
with his friends, before he drank the fatal bowl, on the 
arguments and cheering proſpects of immortalitv, carries 
his views no higher than to an intercourſe, the moſt friend- 
ly and perfect, with Heſiod, with Homer, and others, 
the famed ſages of antiquity. Thus roo, the Roman 0- 
rator, wo had ref gned hinfelf wholly to philoſophical 
retirement, and was indefatigable 1 in the purſuit of know- 
Tedge, exults in the anticipation of that h+ppy day, when 
he ſhould enjoy the ſociety of his compatriots, and 0- 
ther great names celebrated in hiſtory; and he introduces 
the noble-minded Scipio, as fired with the proſpect of ad- 
miſſion into the aſſembly of the illuſtrious deceaſed, and 
in this view ſerting death at defiance, How far, alas! do 
theſe ideas ſink beneath the glory and bleſſedneſs reveal- 
ed by the goſpel! _ 

Let us turn our eyes, then, from 5 dim and defeQive 
glimmerings of unaſſiſted reaſon to the ſublime view which 
the ſcriptures give of the heavenly world, and we ſhall 
behold the full blaze of life and immortality ſhining 
forth in the evangelical diſpenſation. Here indeed we 
are taught to look for ſocial felicity in its higheſt perfec- 
tion, when brought © to mount Sion, the city of the 
living God; hen introduced © to the general aſſem- 
% bly and church of the firſt-born, which are written in 
« heaven, to the innumerable company of angels, and the 
« ſpirits of juſt men made perfe&: ? but above all, the 
unchangeable Being, the firſt and uncreated good, © by 
whom are all things, and for whom are all things,” is ſer 

before 
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before us as conſtituting the ſupreme bleſſedneſs of his 
ſaints, by the diſplay of his own infinite excellencies; 
and by the communications of his life giving favour. — 
_ Senſible repreſentations of viſible beauty and glory are 
indeed occaſionally hinted at; but the whole weight and 
 encrgy of the goſpel is employed, to inf. rce the idea of 
man's chief happineſs as flowing from the light of 
God's countenance ; — from the never-ceaſing adoration 
of his unſearchable wiſdom and J ve; from the reſem- 
blance of his moral excellence; 13 the perfect pu- 
rity of our ature in the heavenly ſtate. 

Such is the plan and conſummation of rational beati- 
tude held forth to us in this laſt book of the goſpel, in 
which the Son of God, the author and finiſher of our 
faith, completes the revelation of the divine counſels, 
by exhibiting to the beloved diſciple, in prophetic viſions, 
the m{t memorable events and revoluti-ns in the Chri- 
ſtian church to the end of the world; — often intermix- 
Ing, as in the text, and concluding the whole, with a 
deſcription of the final eternal glory of the faints ; — 
the iſſue and accompliſhment of the great plan of provi- 
dence reſpecting them. The Apocalypſe being, indeed, 
in its whole turn, ſtrictly allegorical, is therefore neceſ- 
ſarily converſant in imagery and figurative expreſſion; yet 
through this veil an attentive reader will diſcover ſatisfy- 
ing evidence, that he who wrote the words of this prophe- 
cy was moved by the Holy Ghoſt. 

In the words of the text, this highly favoured apoſtle 
is introduced, informing the church of Chriſt, of what 
was made to paſs before him in emblematical repreſenta- 
tion, when he was in the Spirit, and things far diſtant 
and inviſible to mortal eyes were made manifeſt to him 
by the great power of God. He beheld a noble army 
of martyrs and faithful diſciples, — a triumphant and in- 
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numerable aſſembly of men, cleanſed from all impurity, 
adorned with every perfection, and raiſed by the divine 
goodneſs to a ſtate of conſummate eternal f-licity. If 
it be inquired, who, or whence they are we are told by 
an interpreter who had long dwelt in the bleſſed world, 
theſe are they which came out of great tribulation.” —- 
Many of them ad laid down their lives for the teſtimo- 
ny of Jeſus; many of them had excelled in works of 
righteouſneſs; all of them were endowed with real 
goodneſs : — yer none of theſe qualifications had procu- 
red them a title to the inccrruptible inheritance ; for hear 
what follows concerning them: * Theſe are they which 
came out of great tribulation, and have waſhed their 
* robes, and made them white in the blood of "0 
© Lamb; therefore are they before the throne: ” 
this was the meritorious cauſe of their acquittal "20 
guilt, and of their everlaſting bleſſedneſs 

The magnificent appearance, and exalted employ- 
ment, of this redeemed company, are here deſc: ibed: 
1 beheld, and lo, a great multitude which no man could 
<« number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and 
*« tongues, ſtood before the throne, and before the 
„Lamb, clothed with white robes, and p lms in their 
„ hands; and cried with a loud voice, faying, Salvation 
* to our God which ſitteth upon the throne, and unto 
the Lamb.” The ſequel of the chapter informs us, that 
this grand congregation © ſerve God day and night in his 
* temple, and he that ſitteth on the throne ſhall dwell a- 
«© mong them;” —and being arrived, like the children of 
Iſrael, at the green paſtures and fruitful fields of their Ca- 
naan, or land of reſt,” they ſhall no more ſuffer hunger 
or thirſt, as they did in the wilderneſs; “ neither ſhall the 
*«« ſun light on them, ror any heat; — for the Lamb, 
10 which 3 is in the midſt of the throne, {hall fecd them, 
8 0 *« and 
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*« and ſhall lead them unto living fountains of waters; 
* and God ſhall wipe away all tears from their eyes.” 
What a ſublime deſcription is here of that happy ſtate a- 
bove, when the ſaints of God ſhall have obtained, not 
only abſolute eternal immunity from every evil natural 
and moral, but likewiſe the poſſeſſion of that felicity, 
the greatneſs of which eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, 
neither hath it entered into the heart of man to con- 
ceive! Though therefore the prophetic viſion recorded 
in this chapter was undoubtedly intended to ſupport the 
faithful in the firſt ages, under all their diſmaying and 
perilous trials, by aſſuring them of a peaceful and pro- 
ſperous ſtate of the, church that ſhould' ſucceed. the 
ſtorm of perſecution, (which accordingly took place af+ 
ter the deſtruction of Rome-Heathen), and of the great 
acceſſion which, in thoſe halcyon days, ſhould be made] 
to it, both of Jews and Gentiles; yet we mult conclude, 
that the beloved faint John had here alſo re; reſented 
to him the final reward of all God's faithful ferv:nts, 
that it might be left upon record, for the conſolation of 
the church in all ages; — and for the encouragement of 
his people under the manifold evils they were to ſuffer 
du ring the long and wanne! ee of antichriſt 


You kin: my bretkven, been often id on 
this occaſion, of the truth, the importance, and various 
uſefulneſs of the Chriſtian diſpenſation, to animate your 
zeal in the propagation of it : — I propoſe, with the fame 
view, to lead your thoughts to contemplate the glorious 
iſſue and completion of this marvellous plan, when the 
myſtery of God ſhall be finiſhed ; — all the difficulties 
and perplexities of it ſolved, and for ever removed by 
the eſtabliſhment of Chriſt's kingdom of righteouſneſs. 
Every part of the deſcription here given of that great 


event is truly majeſtic ; — And can the mind of a Chri- 
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ſlian be more delightfully employed, than in contem- 
plating the future glory and prolperity of that ſpiritual 
kingdom, which God hath erected among men, for diſ- 
playing his unſearchable wiſdom and love; — for raiſing 
his guilty and corrupted creatures to the final happineſs 
and perfection of their nature? And muſt not thoſe . 
who have an heart-felt ſenſe of the excellency of the 
knowledge of Chriſt, derive from thence mighty encou- 
ragement to perſevere i in works of faith, and labours 
of love, for the advancement of this bleſſed kingdom 
on earth ? 


I. THz ſcene preſents to the mind of the Apoſtle 
what the whole human world ſhall one day behold with 
their eyes; a ſpectacle far ſurpaſſing whatever bears the 
name of grand and ſplendid on earth: 1 BEHELD, 


AND LO, A GREAT MULTITUDE WHICH NO MAN 


COULD NUMBER! He who is the truth hath indeed 


aſſured us, that the gate is ſtrait through which we muſt 


paſs: the way which infinite wiſdom hath marked out 
as leading to eternal life, appears to corrupt nature, 
rugged and narrow, and few there be who find it; — 
few when compared with thoſe who take the broad and 
winding path which leads down to the chambers of death. 
He to whom the final iſſue of all things is perfectly 


known, hath foretold, that the greateſt part of thoſe to 


whom the goſpel 1 is offered, will either openly reject, or 
{ecretly diſobey it : hence many are faid to be called, 
but few choſen : And deyoid mult his heart be of that 


good-will to men which the goſpel inſpires, who can 


leave the compaſſionate Redeemer to weep alone over 
periſhing immortals! over the multitudes, alas! which 
imitate, in their unbelief and impenitency, the obſtinate 


| Jeruſalem doomed to deſtruction Oh! that they would 


knav, 
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know, in this their day, the things which belong to 
their peace, — before they are hid! — and hid for ever 
from their eyes! But the ſame unerring one hath ſaid, 
« In my Father's houſe are many manſions.” In the 
heavenly world there are many ample and magnificent 
regions, compared with which this globe we inhabit is 
but a point: and none of them will be empty ſolitudes, 
uninhabited deſerts, at the conſummation of all things. 

The efficacy of his great undertaking bears date from 
the firſt promiſe of it, and will reach forward to the ge- 
neral conflagration. The Son of God became the Sa- 
viour of all ages, from the birth of time to its lateſt pe- 
riod. It was not to one, or a few corners of the carth, 
that peace was proclaimed; nor ſhall a ſmall number 
only of all the poſterity of Adam ſhare in his good-will : 
And when the ranſomed of the Lord ſhall be gathered 
into one, from all kingdoms and ages of the world, — 
when fully aſſembled in the realms of bliſs, they will be 
not only a holy, but a numerous nation: with the evi- 
dence of demonſtration it ſhall appear, that the Saviour 
of the world died not in vain, nor ſhed his blood for a 
thing of nought, A great multitude which none, no 
not an angel, could number (a); and an angel's ſkill 
can reach far in numbering : but who can reckon up the 
thouſands of t ouſands, and the ten thouſand times ten 
thouſand that ſhall adorn the triumphs of omnipotent 
grace! And if to the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, 

we add the myriads of glorious creatures that have kept 
their firſt eſtate of loyalty and happineſs ; the innumera- 
ble company of angels, and ſuperior natures, which the 
ſcriptures ſpeak of as repleniſhing the regions of light; 

tlie ſinful and miſerable part of the creation, compared 
with them, may be as inconſiderable in number as they 

(a) vders. 
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ate odious for their apoſtaſy; — may bear no more pro- 


Portion to the heavenly world, than the felons of a com- 
mon jail bear to the induſtrious opulent Ah nn of a 
great and flouriſhing empire. 

This countleſs multitude, we are told, is an aſſem- 
blage oF ALL NATIONS, AND KINDREDS, AND 
PEOPLE. AND TONGUES. They had their reſidence 
in different corners of the earth ;— here they are met 
with one accord in one place : they lived under different 
modes of government; — here they v ake up one grand 


community. with an eternal righteous ' providence preſi- 


ding over them: and how diſtinguiſhed ſoever by kin- 
dred, or language, or other outward circumſtances, it 
now appears they were all born from above, fellow-citi- 
zens with the ſaints, and of the houſehold of God ; — 
who, by every action, by every word, by every look, 
expreſs their moſt dutiful ſubjection to the Father of their 
Tpirits, and their zeal for his glory; — whilſt with one 


heart, and one tongue, they ſhall proclaim throughout 


the unmeaſurable expanſe of heaven, © The Lord God 
« omnipotent reigneth ! we will be glad and give thanks; 
*« for he hath redeemed us from the hand of the enemy, 
&« and gathered us out of all lands: bleſſed be his glo- 
«« rjious name for ever and ever, and let all his people 


&« ſay, Amen: praiſe ye the Lord!“ Thus the exceed- 


ing great, the numberleſs multitude, “ ſhall come and 
e (ing in the height of Sion, and flow together to the 


« goodneſs of the Lord (a.)? The north ſhall give 


% up;— the ſouth ſhall not keep back ();“ and “ they 
% ſhall come from the eaſt and from the weſt, and ſhall 


« fit down with Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, in the 
% kingdom of Gd (c).“ 

(a) Jeremiah xxxi. bs (5) Haiah xlili. 6, (c) Matth. viii. 11. 
"0 ; The 


* 


t 
he gracious deſign of Heaven for the redemption of 
the human race is foretold by ancient prophecy to be ſo 
extenſive, that God himſelf is pleaſed to declare, “It is 
a light thing that thou ſhouldit be my ſervant to raiſe 
up the tribes of Jacob, and to reſtore the preſerved of 
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Iſrael ; I will alſo give thee for a light of the Gen- 

< tiles, that thou mayſt be my ſal vation to the end of 
« the earth ().“ „ will give thae the heathen for 
an inheritance, and the uttermoſt parts of the earth 
for a poſſeſſion ().“ „ Ihe abundance of the ſea 
„ ſhall be converted to thee: the forces of the Gen- 
* tiles ſhall come unto thee ().“ © 1 will gather all 
“ nations, and tongues; and they ſhall come and ſee 
„ my glory (4);” and “ from the riſing of the ſun, 
even to the going down of the ſame, my name {hall 
* be great among the Gentiles ()“ The ſphere of 
redeeming mercy reached indeed backward to the foun- 
dation of the world; but th ſe predictions had an illu- 
{trious accompliſhment in the firſt planting of the goſpel, 
Though ſmall in its beginnings, like the grain of mu- 
ſtard-feed, it was ſoon obſerved ſpringing up, amidit the 
moſt ſettled contempt and bitter hatr.d, — rearing its 
head, and ſpreading its branches far and wide; — ſuſtain- 
ing unmoved the horrible tempeſis raiſed by earth and 
hell; till at length idolatry, vice, and every noxious 
weed, ſickened and withered beneath its potent influ- 
ence. The Lord Jeſus, to ſhew his uncontroulable 
power, and the unlimited good-will he bore to the hu- 
man race, ſaid to eleven poor, friendleſs, unlearned 
men, © Go ye into all the world, and preach the goſpel 
to every creature,” They went forth at his bidding, 


A 


(a) Ifaiah xlix. 6. (6) Pal. ii. 8. (e) Tfaiah Is. 5. 
() Ifaiah Ixvi. 18. (e) Mal. i. 11. 


B unfurniſhed 
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unfurniſhed with carnal weapons, the excellency of 


ſpecch, or the enticing words of man's wiſdom : — not 


only unaided by the ſecular arm, but oppoſed by all the 


power, the wiſdom, and policy of the world, which 


were combined to plot their ruin: — they went forth, 
ſimply depending on his promiſe to be with them, — 

and the goſpel trinmphed over the deep-rooted enmity 
of the human heart again!i God ; proved victorious o- 
ver the malice of the Jews, over the pride and licen- 
tiouſneſs of princes, the ſecular intereits of prieſts, the 
ſelf-ſufficiency of the wiſe and philoſ phic, — and the 
outrageous ſuperſtition of the people. The kingdom 
of Satan was diſturbed, and his empire ſhaken; the tem- 
ples of the gods were deſerted and left deſolate ; — their 
oracles were ſilenced, and no more pretended to give 
reſponſes to thoſe who conſulted them : men were turn- 
ed from the worſhip of dumb idols, to the ſervice of 
the living God : — his word grew mightily, and prevail- 
ed: Jefus the light of the world aroſe ;— the powers 
of dark neſs fled at his riſing, as the eye-lids of the 
morning chaſe away the blackneſs of the night; and 
the light of the knowledge of his glory filled the 


earth. 


But, Chriſtians! we look for a 6 accompliſhment 


bol the faithful promiſe, at that grand period, when the 
« angel ſhall fly in the midſt of heaven, having the 
e everlaſting goſpel to preach to them that dwell in 


* the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and 
tongue, and people (a2): — and when, as the happy 
conſequence, „there ſhall be one Lord over all the 
earth, and his name one (%): — when *© there ſhall 
ebe nothing to hurt nor deſtroy in all his boly moun- 


(a) Rev. xiv. 6. (5) Zech. xiv. 9. 
c« tain; 
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& tain; but judgement ſhail dwell in the wilderneſs, 
6 and righteouſneſs remain in the fruitful field (2). — 
*« The deſert ſhall rejoice and bloſſom as the roſe ():“ 
and “ men ſhall fear the name of the Lord from tue 
*« welt, and his glory from the riſing ſun (c).“ Theſe 
are the words of unfailing prophecy, which ſhall be ve- 
rified in their time : And this immenſe plan of the divine 
benignity ſhall receive its final accompliſhment at the 
all-important day of our Lord's ſecond coming: — for 
then, having obrained a total victory for his follow- 
ers, over Satan, and fully eſtabliſhed the dominion of 
righteouſneſs; —having aboliſhed fin and death; — all 
the works of the devil, and all the dreadful effects of 


theſe works; he ſhall unite the whole redeemed and 


ſanctified part of mankind into one glorious ſociety, un- 


der himſelf, the great head of {is church, and “ deliver 
t up the kingdom to God, even the Father, that God 


* may be all in all.“ 


I T Apollis bebeld. this vaſt immortal «dGombly. 


STANDING BEFORE THE THRONE, AND BEFORE THE 


LAMB. 
The kingdom of God ruleth « over all : whither ſhall 


we flee from his preſence, or how ſhall we eſcape the - 


exerciſe of his omnipotence? Ihe great and eternal 
God ſuſtains and peryades the wide immenſity of crea- 


tion: his power irreſiſtibly prevails on carth, in hell, in 


heaven. But in the infernal region his authority is 


blaſphemed ; — on earth it is, alas! too generally diſre- 
garded;— it is revered and obeyed as it ought to be, 
only in the upper world; and there the throne of the 


Moſt High is fixed, For though he fills univerſal na- 


(e) Iſaiah zxxii. 16. (5) Taiah xxx, 1. (e) Ifaiah Hs. 19. 
* oy ture 
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ture with his preſence, the ſcriptures ſpeak 'of one part 
of ſpace in wich he diſcovers himſelf in a viſible ma- 
jeſty and glory, infinitely above all that can now be 
conceived z; where he reſides in a ſenſible magnificence, 


and in the midſt of all thoſe ſplendors that can affect 


the imaginations of created beings : — even in that place 
which is called the habitation of his holineſs, the third 
heavens, and par::diſe. To comprehend the manner of 
that land, the nature of the building of God eternal in 
the heavens, is tar beyond the reach of our preſent fa- 
culties, who dwell in houſes of clay One of the old 
patriarch:, who has long dwelt in the full f;lendor of 
cele'inal light, or an angel, who for many ages has in 
high tranſpo ts enjoyed the ſmiles of heaven, could tell 
us glorious things of thee, O city of the living God! 
Yet even the moſt eloquent of thoſe heav<n-inſpired o- 
rators, would be obliged to cloſe his marvellous relation, 
by aſſuring us, that there are things unnut erable! glories 
into wich the weak eye of mortality cannot penetrate! 
It is enough for us to know, that there the Shechinah, 
the viſible ſymbol of the divine preſence, is diſplayed 
and there the King of kings, and Lord of lords, ſways a 
ſceptre of righteouſneſs and peace over a willing people, 


wo ever pay due humage to his adorable perfections. It 
is in the heavenly Jeruſalem, where Jehovah is peculiar- 


15 diſtinguiſhed by that endearing character, the God 
of love;”” — where the Sun of righteouſneſs . 
his invigorating influence; — where the King of 

diſtributes with a liberal hand the fulneſs of e 
felicity, amongſt all the inhabitants of the great city. 


The higheſt ine of intellectual being, Thr nes, Do- 


minions, Angels, Frincipalities, and Powers. rejoice 

with perpetual ecſtaſy in b. ing the ſuljects of this mighty 

ſovereign: God is ever dutifuily acknowledged through- 
out 


„ 
out the whole extent of heaven; — moſt gratefully ado. 
red as the author of all things, the origin of all being 
and bleſſedneſs. With thee is the fountain of life. 
&« In thy preſence is fulneſs of joy: at thy right hand 
te there are pleaſures for evermore.” 

But we are alſo told that this great multitude ſtood 
before the Lamb; and the new Jeruſalem is here deſcri- 
bed, as having the throne of the Lamb in it. Who is 
this illuſtrious perſonage, that he js honoured even as 
the Father ? that his throne is mentioned as one and the 
ſame? The inſpired oracles reſolve the momentous 
queſtion, by declaring, he is one in nature and eſſence 
with the Father; „the mighty God, whoſe goings forth 
have been from of old, from everlaſting (a):” that 
bis hand formed the ſpacious orbs, and his word lighted 
up the great ſources of day: that io his almighty power 
this earth on which we live, owes all its fruitfulneſs, the 
ſea its fulneſs: — that from the meaneſt reptile, up to 
the mightieſt angel before the throne, he created them 
what they are, and till preſerves them in exiſtence ; 
« For in the beginning the Word was with God, and 
* the Word was God. All things were made by him, 


« and without him was not any thing made that was 


made () * By him and for him all things were 


c created that are in heaven, and that are in earth, viſi- 
4 


5 


* 


the unfathomable ſeas, and the height of the mountains, 
the dimenſions of the earth, and the wide circuit of the 
{kies, are as the ſmall duſt in the balance, as the drop in 


(a) Iſaiah ix. 6. Micah v. 2. + Joby 3 
(e) Col. i. 16.— & 


the 


ble and inviſible;— and he is before all things, and 
by him all things conſiſt (-).” His glory is ſpoken of as 
ſo incomprehenſibly great, that before him the depth of 


— — — —ů— = 
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the bucket ;—and the nations of the earth, with all their 
pomp, are but as graſhoppers, as leſs than nothing and 
vanity (a). He is called the only begotten of the Fa- 
ther, in whom the fulneſs of the Deity reſides (b). All 
the incommunicable perfections of God, eternity, and 
omnipreſence, infinite knowledge, and uncontroulable 
power, belong to him (c): and on account of this original 
uncreated majeſty, he is the object of ſupreme immediate 
worſhip (d), and will be adored, rogether with the Fa- a- 
ther and Holy Spirit, to all eternity. 

The ſame oracles of truth aſſure us, that this tran- 
ſcendently excellent Being, who thought it no robbery, 
no uſurpation of glory, to be equal with God, undertook 
that great work, impoſſible to created might, even to 
reſtore apoſtate men to the favour and the image of their 
maker: that, for this end, in the fulneſs of time, he 
* was made fleſh (e): — inſtead of that ineffable com- 
munion of love in which he dwelt with his Father, he 
condeſcended to take upon him our inferior miſerable 
nature, with all its ſinleſs infirmities : He who was high 
over all created nature, ſtooped to the loweſt humilia- 
tion ; © became obedient to death, even the death of 
<« thecroſs (f):” © was made in,” or a ſin- offering, 
« for us (g):“ * bare our ſins in his own body on the 
« tree ():“ © ſuffered, the juſt for the unjuſt, that he 
might bring us to God (i).“ And hence was the name 


(a) Iſaiah xl. 15. (6) Jobn i. 14. Col. ii. 9. 

(e) Pſal. ci. applied to Chriſt in Heb, i. 10. Iſaiah vi. 1. applied 
to Chriſt in John xii, 41. Iſaiah xlv. 22, 3. applied Rom. xiv. 10. IT. 
and in Phil. ii. 10. &c. Rev. xxii. 13 3. FR iii. I 3. Jura XVI. 30. 


Heb. xii. 8. 


(4) John v. 23.—xx. . 28. Ads vii. 59. bo: Heb, i. 6. &c. 
() John i. 14, () Phil. jj. 6.— (2) 2 Cor. v. 21. 
(5) x Pet. it. 24, (5) 1 Pet. til, 18. 


of 


„„ 

of the LAM given him, becauſe we are redeemed with 
his precious blood, as of a lamb without ſpot or ble- 
miſh (a). Into the heaven of heavens our great high- 
prieſt is entered: there he appears as a lamb that had 
been ſlain; — in all the mild and gracious majeſty of his 
mediatorial office. In that holieſt of all is the mercy- 
ſeat, — the throne of grace ſprinkled with blood; and he 
who fits upon it is both Saviour and Lord; the Deity 
incarnate; God in our nature, the ine merit of 
whoſe atoning ſacrifice will employ the loudeſt ſong of 
the redeemed, as their nobleſt theme. 

It is faid that this great company © sTooD before the 
re throne,” in the poſture and ſpirit of devoted ſervants. 
— The expreſſion implies, that they who are raifed by 


ſovereign goodnels to happineſs and glory, are fully ſen- 


ſible of the infinite diſtance between them and the moſt 
high God, even in their moſt exalted ſituation. Delight- 
fully conſcious that they are in themſelves nothing, and 
that God is all, and in all;—that in him they live; 


that they receive all their 3 and poſſeſs their avod- 


ly heritage, to ſhew forth the exceeding riches of his 
free grace, with high complacency they acknowledge 


themſelyes, and all they are, to be the abſolute property 
of God. 


This undoubted claim of the Almighty Sovereign, 


though generally acknowledged in words, is yet practi- 
cally diſowned by proud mortals, through the ignorance 


that is in them. Hence it is, that perſons of an elegant 


lovely form, overlooking their divine artificer, are ſo 


apt to be vainly intoxicated with ſelf-admiration, — | 


Hence the rich and the noble, ſurrounded as they are 
with nee, poſſeſſed of every ſource of carthly 


(a) 1 Pet. i. 19, 


good, 
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good, and blinded by ſervile adulation, are tempted to 
deny their condition à8 creatures, — grow haughty and 
felf-ſufficient, look down with a difdainful eye on men 
of low degree, and impiouſly ere& themſelves into a 
ſtate of independency on their creator: — Hence the fe 
who have made imp'ovements in human knowledge, or 
who ſhine conſpicuous for ſuperior genius, ſpurn the ig- 
norant vulgar. And what but deplorible ignorance of 
God, and of their proper character, made the wil: men 
among the Heathen entertain ſuch abhorred 1 imaginations 
of their own ſelf derived perfection? There is ſome- 
« thing,” ſaid one of their moſt admired moraliſts, . where- 
in a wife man challenges the preference to God him- 
&« ſelf, —for he is good only through the advantage of 
his nature, but the wiſe man by his own labour (a)“ 
Some remaining ſymptoms of this vain ſelf-illuſion, fo 
natural to the human mind, are to be traced even in 
thoſe whom the grace of the goſpel hath begun to en- 
lighten : they would have ſomething of their own where- 
of to glory But the word of revelation, in perfect 
harmony with right reaſon, teacheth us, that © no man 
« can receive any thing except it be given him from a- 
© bove;” and that, with refpe& to every valuable en- 
dowment, © it is God who maketh him to differ.” This 
great truth is devoutly acknowledged by all the inhabi- 
tants of the upper world; and herein they act perpetual- 
ly according to the dictates of a juſt and found nnd: 
Happy in the enjoyment of all the enriching bleſſings of 
immortality, they magnify the bounty that conferred 
them, and, in the midſt of all their ſplendor, confeſs 
they ſhine with a borrowed radiancy, And the redeem- 
ed from among men will ever pay chearful homage to 


(a) Senec. Epiſt. 53. 
| heaven's 


2 
heaven's eternal King, and feel inexpreſſible joy in the 
conſciouſneſs that all their well · ſprings are in him, who 
is the everliving fountain of all good. Their views of 
his grandeur and ſupreme excellence will give them 
freſh and everlaſting delight: for who is like unto the 
Lord, that dwelleth on high ! they will rejoice to find him 
ſtill beyond ſimilitude; — far above all the lovely things 
his hands have made: — even the angels who excel in 


ſtrength. Seraphim and Cherubim in all their undecay- 


ing luſtre of wiſdom and holineſs, when compared with 
him, withdraw their dim light, whilſt they worſhip with 


their faces veiled. The nations of them that are ſaved. 


will own his unalienable right of ſovereignty, and eve- 
ry tongue confeſs, ©* Thine, O Lord, is the greatneſs, and 
„ the power, and the glory, and the victory, and the 
% majeſty ; for thou haſt created all things, and for thy 
« pleafure they are and were created. Thine is the 


kingdom, and thou art exalted as head above all.“ 


III. Tr1s choſen and loyal band were cLoTHED | 
WITH WHITE ROBES, as emblems of their juſtifi- 


cation and ſanctity through the merits and grace of the 


Saviour. Having received abundance of grace, and 
of the gift of righteouſneſs,” the faints „“ ſhall - 


« reign in life by Jeſus Chriſt,” — and the ſeal of 
the living God ſhall eternally appear in their fore- 
heads, Holineſs to the Lord!” This is the high pri- 
vilege, the character moſt honourable and diſtinguiſh- 
ed, of all his peculiar people on earth, that, being ju- 
ſtified freely by his grace, through the redemption 
that is in Chriſt, they are alſo ſanctified by his Spirit; — 
delivered from the dominion of earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh 
affections, and purified to ſerve the Lord with the ſweet- 

ſmelling incenſe of a renewed heart, and an exemplary 

WW ? life, 
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life. Nevertheleſs, while here, they are but renewed 
n part, and their beſt ſervices are greatly defective; — 
frequently ſtained ; — always ſhort of what the perfec- 
tion of the divine nature, and the ſpirituality of the 
| holy law require, Hence they are well acquainted 
with what all others are utter ſtrangers to, the bitterneſs 
of ſelf-reproach and godly ſorrow for their low and 
mean apprehenſions of God, and their feeble and lan- 
guid manner of ſerving him; — for the weak impreſſions 
His infinite wiſdom, his incomprehenſible love, and 
all his adorable excellencies, make upon them: Con- 
ſcious of much remaining blindneſs and depravity, of the 
imperfection cleaving to their beſt performances, and 
the ſmall reſemblance they bear to their maker's holi- 
neſs, they bow down in ſelf. abaſing gratitude to God, 
and to his Son, who bath clothed them with the gar- 
ment of falvation, and covered them with the robe of 
his righteouſneſs. Jeſus, though he knew no ſin, was 
made a ſin- offering for all who flee to him for ſuccour, 
that they might be the righteouſneſs of God in him. 
On this ſtrong pillar the whole weight of their hopes 
for acceptance and final happineſs 1s reſted : — whilſt 
they look forward to that Jong-wiſhed-for time, when, 
{er free from their cells of fleſhly thraldom, and from 
all connection with the things of a material world, 
when, arrived at their Father's kingdom, ſo friendly and 
favourable to the ruling temper of their minds, they 
ſhall ſerve him with that fervour and perſeverance 
which become the ſervants of the thrice Holy One. 
Here is the anchor of the ſoul, both ſure and ſted- 
« faſt, and which entreth into that within the vail, 
« whither the forerunner is for us entered.“ 

Towards this mark and prize of their high calling, all 
the regenerated | part of mankind do now/ardently aſpire : 


; — Looking 


C19 J 
— Looking to Jeſus, and ſtedfaſtly fixing their eyes on 


the all-perte& pattern of his infinite purity, they labour 


to have the ſame mind formed in them which allo was 


in Chriſt, The life giving word of God teacheth us, 
that it is into the image of the ſecond Adam we are 


renewed, as we naturally bear the image of the firſt. A- 
dam's ſons came into the world with the likeneſs 
of their ſinful progenitor : — that which is born of the 
fleſh is fleſh; and they who are born of God, are ſaid 
in ſcripture * to put on Chriſt,” and he is © formed with- 
e in them, as the hope of glory.” This alliance fo 


near between our immortal ſpirits and him who made 


them, is a diſcovery and a privilege that entirely diſ- 
tinguiſhes, and far exalts the goſpel above all the re- 
ligions of human device: We are called to aſpire after 
a likeneſs to the nature and felicity of God, ſet before 
mortal eyes in the man Chriſt Jeſus; — the bright- 
neſs of the Father's glory, the expreſs image of his per- 
ſon : —the full excellence of whoſe character it is im- 


pollible to deſcribe, but which, if we love perfect good- 
neſs, we muſt be enamoured of; — for it exhibits to 


our view, in all its parts, a life totally exempt from e- 
very appearance of evil: — He did no fin, neither 
*« was there any guile found in his mouth: ” — «< He 
« was holy, harmleſs, and undefiled,” though inhabit- 
ing an earthly tabernacle : — © He went about doing 


« good,” and ever © reckoned it more bleſſed to give 


« than to receive. — It preſents to us a mind adorned 
with the moſt amiable qualities; — full of grace and 


truth ; — not Judging by the ſight of the eye, or charm- 


ed with what is molt grateful to the voluptuous ear : — 
The moſt perfect and uninterrupted harmony ſubGting 
between his will, and that of his heavenly Father; — 

all his aſfeclions employed with unwearied fervour © to 
C 2 | . do 
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do Qvyhat pleaſed him: — Zealous for his glory, whilſt 
the tears of meeł · eyed mercy run down his ſacred cheeks : 
— In him we behold a heart entirely free from that par- 
tial good-will, and thoſe ſelfiſh worldly paſſions, which 
are ſo deeply rooted in the breaſts of men: — A heart o- 
verflowing with tranſcendent beneyolence to the whole 
human race; — full of gentleneſs and forbearance to a 
revolted world; compaſſionate to its miſeries ; unprovo- 
ked by all its cruel outrages; and unconquerably bent 
on promoting its greateſt happineſs, though ſure to meet 
with the moſt ungrateful returns! Happy beyond ex- 
preſſion are they who now poſſeſs a meaſure of theſe 
high excellencies! their heaven is already begun But 
who can conceive the full import of being like him in 
his exalted ſtate ! when his human nature ſhall diſplay 
the never-ſetting brightneſs of all divine knowledge and 
glory! and be the medium of conveying theſe and all 
their bliſsful effects to his people! *+ Beloved, now are 
we the ſons of God; and it doth not yet appear what 
* we ſhall be; but we know that when he ſhall appear, 
e ſhall be like him, for we ſhall ſee him as he is.” 
This likeneſs will conſtitute the ſupreme eternal felicity 
of the ſaints in light: — it will be their moſt comely or- 
nament, in their humble ſphere, to reſemble this great 
exemplar of all goodneſs, O! what ecſtaſy, what purity 
of joy muſt overflow the immortal mind, to fee the King 
in his beauty in the Jand of uprightneſs where glory? 
dwells! to be made like to him who is the image of 
the inviſible God! the only excellent! the only bleſſed ! 
How great is the goodneſs which the Lord hath laid up 
for thoſe who love him! He hath “ taken away their 
* ſackcloth, and girded them with gladneſs; appointed 
ce beauty for aſhes, the oil of joy for mourning, and the 
„ garment of praiſe for a ſpirit of heavineſs. “ 
VIE 55 From 
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From that better country all the calamities which fal- 

len man is heir to, are for ever excluded. There ſhall 
ebe no more curſe, no more death; neither ſorrow nor 
*« crying ; neither ſhall there be any more pain.” Theſe 
are the appointed wages of fin, — and that was introduced 
into our nature by the ſubtle temptation of the devil. 
By the ſeduction of our firſt parents moral evil entered in- 
to this nether world, in conſequence of which, God 
ſaw it fit, for vindicating the honour of his holineſs and 
righteous government, that natural evil ſhould take place. 
But it was a vain triumph which the accurſed inſtruments 
of man's undoing ſung over the creator, and the work of 
his hands ; — for no ſooner had the wicked one brought 
on our firſt progenitors this injury, tending to the utter 
deſtruction of themſelves and their poſterity, than the moſt 
high God declared at once his perfect regard to juſtice, and 
the exceeding greatneſs of his good-will to men, by an- 
nouncing the ſeed of the woman as the bruiſer of the 
ſerpent's head : for this purpoſe was the Son of God 
« manifeſted, that he might deſtroy the works of the de- 
vil; — and he hath redeemed his people from the 
* curſe of the law. being made a curſe for them: by 


his word and ſpirit he deſtroys the power and influence 
which fin had over them; — plants the ſeeds of every 


virtue in their hearts; under his eye and culture they 
grow up, and bloſſom, and bear fruit; he adorns their 
inward man with every heavenly endowment, and builds 


on the ruins of Satan's accurſed deſigns a fair edifice of 


good works. Thus hath he wrought a complete redemp- 

tion; though the full effects of it are not accompliſhed all 
at once, nor ſhall take place till the reſtitution of all 
things. As, in the natural world, its productions come to 
maturity by degrees, ſo it is in God's ſpiritual kingdom; 


things grow up apace towards the full completion of 
| e this 
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this grand purpoſe of the Son of God. And when not 
only the faculties of the ſoul ſhall be reſtored to their 


primeval ſanity and rectitude, — and the mind formed 


to exert itſelf with its original vigour, but all its now 
enlarged powers employed about the majeſtic realities of 
eternity, mult not the rational creature be conſummately 
bleſſed? And this happineſs will bear the ſtamp of his 
felicity who is God bleſſed for ever: it is the joy of the 
Lord, not only as he beſtows it, — as it flows from and 


centers in him, but as it is indeed the image of his joy: 
„ They ſhall behold his face in righteouſneſs : they 


« ſhall be ſatisfied, when they awake, with his likeneſs.” 
In fine, the ranſomed of the Lord are ſaid to bear 


PALMS IN THEIR HANDS, as tokens of victory; for 


now they have oyercome through the blood of the Lamb, 
and triumphed over all the execrable devices of Satan, 
By his temptation he would have robbed them of that 
happy immortality for which they were originally cre- 
ated : but the Redeemer, by raiſing up the bodies of his 
faints, and uniting them to ſouls adorned with ſpotleſs 
purity, ſhall defeat this laſt effort of his malice : “ I am 


« the reſurrection and the life: he that believeth in me, 


*« though he were dead, yet ſhall he live, and I will 
* raiſe. him up at the laſt day (a).“ „ will ranſom 
« them from the power of the grave: I will redeem 
them from death: O death, I will be thy plagues! 
“ O grave, I will be thy deſtruction ()! © Thy 
« dead men ſhall live, together with my dead body 
% ſhall they ariſe: awake and ſing, ye that dwell in the 
« duſt; for thy dew is as the dew of herbs, and the 
0 nh ſhall cal out the dead (c).“ „So when this 
** corruptible ſhall have put on incorruption, and this 


(a) John xi. 25. John vi. 40. (6) Hof, Xiit. 14. 
0 Iaiah xxvi. 19. 3 
«* mortal 


„ 


mortal ſhall have put on immortality, then ſhall be 
brought to paſs the ſaying that is written, Death” in 
its utmoſt extent ** is ſwallowed up in victory (a).“ 


IV. Tuts redeemed and fanftified multitude were 
exhibited to the view of the apoſtle, in their grand and 
ſtated aſſembly before the throne, — performing with 
glad unanimity a ſolemn act of worſhip to God and 
to the Lamb: © They RIED WITH A LOUD vorck, 
expreſſive of the fervency of their hearts, and their de- ö 
ſire that the whole univer ſe might liſten to the ſublime f 
and joyful ſong, „ SaLvaTIon To ouR Gop 
«© WHO SITTETH UPON THE THRONE, the glorious | 
author, the great ſpring and cauſe of all our | 
„ bleſſedneſs; — who hath taken away our filthy gar- | 
«© ments, and clothed us with white raiment; — who 
* hath opened our eyes, turned us from darkneſs to his 
** marvellous light, and called us to his heavenly king- 
„ dom and glory!” The Son of God incarnate is 
indeed the great channel through which the divine mer- 
cy flows, and the people of God are ſaid to be choſen 
in him. But the ſcheme of redemption took its riſe 
from the original goodneſs and mercy of the Father, 

JOU On to the Saviour are infinite: — He was a- 

nimated with the ſame ſpirit of kindneſs and compaſſion 
in undertaking and executing every ſtep of it: — but 
we are primarily indebted to the Father of all mercy for 
ſending him: it was God who commended his love to- 
wards us, in that while we were yet ſinners Chriſt died 
for us; — and therefore they aſcribe the glory of their 

- falvation, firſt to God, and then to the Lamb: “ Bleſſed 

be the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
$5 who hath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual bleſſings in his 

(4) I Cor, xv, 54. Iſaiah xxv. 8, 
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heavenly kingdom, in Chtiſt. Herein is love, not 
that we loved God, but that he loved us, and gave 
his Son to be the propitiation for our ſins. Unwor- 
thy of the leaſt regard, we ſtand acquitted by an act 
of the moſt free and unmerited favour: thy thoughts 
towards us from eternity were for good, and not for e- 
vil, to give us this expected end! Bleſs the Lord, O! 
our ſouls! 

„ SALVATION TO THE LAMB WHO WAS SLAIN | 
the Saviour of a loſt world! the generous pur- 
chaſer of our eternal redemption! to him our glo- 
rious deliverer we gratefully aſcribe the crown of 
conqueſt, as his undoubted right: let the bleſſing 
of thoſe who were ready to periſh come upon him! 
Let every tongue in heaven, on earth, and where-ever 
creation ſtretches out its bounds, conſpire to praiſe our 
King, our Redeemer, our Lawgiver, who hath ran- 
ſomed our ſouls from deſtruction, at the high price of 
his precious blood ; — who hath bruiſed Satan under- 
neath our feet, and raiſed us to immortal happineſs in 
the thorough renovation of our nature! Salvation to 
our God! we own this ſalvation was applied to us by 
the eternal Spirit working mightily in us, and making 
us willing and obedient: he it was who ſweetly ſubdued 
our natural ſtubbornneſs; — cauſed the deafneſs of the 
adder to depart from our ear, and the flinty heart from 
our boſon: ; — bowed the rebellious will, and puri- 
fied our bafe earth-born affections; — delivered us 


from the rage of ambition, the torments of covet- 


ouſneſs, the difquietudes of malice, the ſtings of 
pride and envy ; and hath enriched our fouls with li- 
ving righteouſneſs, goodneſs, and never - failing chari- 
ty. We are ſaved by the waſhing of regeneration, 


ard the renewing of the Holy Ghoſt.” This is the 
| i comely 


E 5. 1. 
comely order in which things are conducted under the 
evangelical diſpenſation : — * It hath pleaſed the Father 
6e that in his Son,” the Mediator of the new covenant, 
* all fullneſs ſhould dwell.” — Grace is poured into 
* his lips.” He is filled by unmeaſurable communica- 
tions of the Spirit; and * the Holy Spirit takes of the 
„ things which are Chriſt's, and beſtows them on his 
e people :” ſo that being ſanctificd by God the Fa- 
ether, they are preſerved in Jeſus Chriſt; kept by 


« an almighty power unto falvation ; ” 0 none can 


deſtroy them, unleſs they wrench omnipotence from his 
arm, or extirpate faithfulneſs from his nature. He whoſe 
almighty power ſuſtains the univerſe, — He who cannot 


lie, and whom nothing can controul, hath ſaid, “ give 
“ unto you eternal life;? and, Becauſe 1 live, ye. 


« ſhall live alſo.” 


« With joy ineffable we ſee, we feel the preſence of 


% God and of the Lamb to be the inexhauſtible ſource 


e and ſum of all our happineſs. Lo, this is our God, 


« and we have waited for him: The Lord is our de- 
e fence; Jehovah is our ſtrength and our ſong; he alſo 
« js become our falyation, And therefore we the crea- 
« tures of his power, redeemed by the blood of his 
“ Son, acknowledge ourſelves everlaſting debtors to his 


rich, undeſerved mercy. By grace we are ſaved, and 


% by the grace of God we are what we are: — Not un- 


«© to us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto thee, our ſun and 


« ſhield, our rock, our fortreſs, and deliverer, let im- 
« mortal honour ariſe, whilſt our lips thall ſhew forth 
e thy greatneſs, and ſing of thy mercy which endureth 
for ever. Let ages roll on in long ſucceſſion, whilſt 
<« the bleſſed theme employs our joyful tongues, — the 


« ſtrange eventful hiſtory of the divine benignity and 


« compaſſions towards our fallen race] beginning its date 
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e from everlaſting, and extending to eternity! Salva« 
&« tion from ſin, and all its bitter fruits, — contrived 
„and accompliſhed by means the moſt amazing and the 
© moſt gracious! God hath choſen us in Chriſt before 
6 the foundation of the world, that we ſhould be pre- 
. * ſented holy and without blame before him in love. 
«© The Son of Go:: hath alſo ;urchafed the church with 
% his own blood, and we are redeemed, not with cor- 
„ ruptible things: we are waſhed, we are juſtified, we 
© are ſanCified in the na e of the Lord Jeſus, and 
„ by the Spirit of our God. Fa'lelyjah! great and 
„ marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty! Bleſt- 
ing, and honour, : nd glory, and power, be unto him 
*« that ſitteth upon the throne, and to the Lamb, for 
« ever and ever!” 

Thus will God be glorified in the manifeſtation of 
his righteouſneſs, truth, and love, in the perſon of Je- 
ſas Chriſt; and by the communications of his rich im- 
menſe roodnefs to the redeemed, All his mighty works, 
all the miracles of his love and grace, will unite in this 
great centre when the end comes. He reared not up this 
ſtately fabric of the univerſe to gain applauſe from ſuch 
a monument of his power and beneficence ; — nor did 
he deviſe the c ſtly and myſterious method of regaining 
our loſt paradiſe to procure the praiſes of that breath 
which himſelf inſpired, as if any addition could be there- 
by made to his eſſential happineſs ; bur, according ro his 
mercy, hath he ſaved his people, that he might impart to 
them of that benignity and love, that wiſdom and holi- 
neſs, which reſide in him, the overflowing ſource of 
all bleſſedneſs. It is thus that the Moſt High triumphs 
in his own glory, and rejoices in the liberal communica- 
tions of it to all created natures that are capable of recei- 
ving it: — and the numberleſs multitude will glority 

rg 
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him, by partaking of his goodneſs; by inceſſantly aſpi- 
ring after a nearer conformity to his image; by enjoying 
all the felicity that can flow from the ſociety of the 
bleſſed ; from perfect friendſhips fixed on the ſure foun- 
dation of an immoveable virtue; from the ſublime exer- 
ciſes of the moſt act ve goodnels ; from all thoſe pure 
joys and undiſcovered employments that are ſuited to their 
ſaperior ſtate of being, — adapted to the world they inha- 
bit: and what ſhall we ſay more, as the ſam of all? 
Treg LORD WILL BE TH IA GOD FOR EVER AND 
EVER; and this is the riches of the glory of the inhe- 
ritance! 

Such, my brethren, is the account which this inſpi. 
red diſciple, rapt in the viſions of the Almighty, gives 
of that molt hallowed, molt bleſſed period, when the 
church of God ſhall be completely gathered from the 
four winds: this is to be the conſummation of that 
marvellous work, wh. ch God infinitely gracious planned 
with wonderful counſel before the world was made; 
which the celeſtial hierarchies, to whom was made 


known his manifold wiſdom, did anciently contemplate 


with pleaſure ; which the Son of God did in the fulneſs 


of time accompliſh, by diveſting himſelf of his glory, 


taking upon him the forin of a ſervant, and dying on the 
croſs; — and which, during the revolution of never-ending 


ages, ſhall be reviewed with ineflable delight by all the 


citizens of Sion. The little incidents recorded in the 
annals of this world may evaniſh, like the viſions of the 
night, and all remembrance of them periſh, when remo- 


ved far back by endleſs ſucceſſion: but no diſtance of 


time, however great, ſhall ever cfface the remembrance 
of this meritorious atchievement : the memorial of a Sa- 
viour's loving Kindneſs ſhall remain for ever: — ſo long 
as the kingdom and felicity of the ſaints endure, the 
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foundation on which alone they ſtand can never be for- 
gotten; will be for ever acknowledged with fervent 
ſenſe of obligation. Emerged from the wreck of their 
apoſtaſy, and adorned with all the beauties of im morta- 
lity, the redeemed of the Lord will view their generous 
benefactor, and look back on his mighty undertaking 
with the moſt griteful adoration, whilſt all their deſires 
are fully ſatisfied in the enjoyment of its bleſſed fruits. 


The great community, likewiſe, of benevolent ſpirits, 


the illuſtrious ſubje&ts of God's immortal empire, will 
contemplate with perpetual congratulation, the adorable 
myſtery, GoD MANIFEST IN THE FLESH, as the hap- 
py mean of recovering their kindred that were loſt; and 
why not as the grand confirmation of the whole »Jorious 
family of heaven, in love and dutiful obedience to the 
Father everlaſting, who upholds all things by the word 
of his power, who liveth and reigneth for ever, an in 
whoſe favour is eternal life ? 


WHarT has been offered may convey fome faint idea 
of the ſeveral particulars contained in the text; and, 


every ſerious and contemplative mind, will furniſh hints 


for further meditation on the future eternal telicity of 


the heavenly world. 


Tas improvement of this delightful ſubject is abun- 
dantly obvious. Upon the bare reading the words of 
this prophetic viſion, we muſt have immediately percei- 
ved, what ſtrong conſolation they afford to the upright 
followers of God, and of the Lamb; — the ſingular en- 
couragement they give to perſevere in active endeavours, 
for the advancement of God's ſpiritual kingdom on earth; 
— and the mighty incentives ariſing from them to unity 
in affection, amongſt all thoſe whoſe deſire it is to 12 
prove themſelves its faithful ſubjects. 


1 


Firſt, 
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Firſt, I ſay, what words of ſtrong conſolation are 
theſe to the friends of Chriſt, amidſt all the diſquietudes 
of this ever-varying and ſeemingly difordered ſcene of 
things! The ſtate of a great part of the world may pre- 
ſent a dark and myſterious aſpect: vice and ignorance 
have long maintained a wide-extended empire; and in 
thoſe nations which are favoured with the joyful found 
of the goſpel, a deep and general inſenſibility of their 
happineſs may be obſerved to take place; multitudes 
diſtinguiſhing themſelves by an open diſregard to its 
facred inſtitutions; an avowed indifference whether its 
doctrines be true or falſe; others taking up with a ſet- 
tled contempt and diſbelief of all religious principle; 
whilſt the leaders in the cauſe of infidelity, without re- 
ſerve, blaſpheme the wiſdom of God, and dare to make 
the goſpel of his grace the topic of their frantic mirth 
and ridicule. They who have experienced the quicken- 
ing energy of the word of life upon their own ſouls, 
will, with grief of heart, obſerve thoſe evils bringing a- 
longſt with them a torrent of impiety and licentiouſneſs, 
which, alas! receives a continual increaſe, through the 
lukewarmneſs, and unworthy behaviour of nominal belie- 


vers. But under ſuch diſcouraging circumſtances, will . 


not a review of the grounds on which Chriſtians have 
built their faith, and the chearing proſpects opened by 
the goſpel, diſpel every ſurrounding gloom, and even 
turn the ſhadow of death into the morning? Have we 
not ſatisfying evidence, that a great and magnificent plan 
of divine adminiſtration is begun, and already far advan- 
ced in its execution? In this complex and progreſſive 
plan, there are indeed, and muſt be, many things which 
human, or even angelic underſtanding, cannot fathom ; 
for who can by ſearching find out all the ways of God? 
bur the infallible record aſſures us, that though * « clouds 


« and 


1 
& and darkneſs are round about him,” and his path is 


often in the deep waters, ** juſtice and judgement are 
<< nevertheleſs the habitation of his throne ; mercy and 


< truth ever go before his face,” „God is light, and 
« jn him is no darkneſs at all.” «© God is love, and 
c dwelleth in love.” “ This is the record, that God 
<© hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his 
«© Son.” The beloved diſciple beheld, in the pure 
light of God, the conſummation of this glorious plan, 
in the total deliverance of many myriads of the children 
of men from fin and death, and their everlaſting eſta- 
bliſhment in a ſtate of perfect holineſs and incomprehen- 
ſible felicity. 
The ſcriptures inform us, that the ſovereign ruler ef 
the world rejoices in the ſcheme of redemption as the 
higheſt demonſtration of his wiſdom ; as the proof above 
all others of his good-will to men. He early revealed 
the glad tidings of it to our firſt parents for their conſo- 
lation under the loſs of immortality, and on their expul- 
ſion from paradiſe: He paved the way for its accom- 
pliſhment by the moſt wonderful interpoſitions of his 
providence; kept up the expectation of it in the world 
by a ſeries of the nobleſt prophecies, which were punc- 
tually fulfilled in the life and character of the Meſſiah; 
in him whom the Father ſent and ſealed, — cine 
to the bleſſed office of ſaving his people from their ſins. 
And can he miſcarry whom God hath thus amply com- 
miſſioned? can that be defeated which the Lord of 
Hoſt appoints ? Surely all fulneſs of the richeſt bleſſings. 
may be expected from him, as we expect light from the 
riſing ſun, or bloſſoms trom the advancing ſpring; — 
for already hath the Redeemer ſeen of the travail of his 
ſoul ;— a glorious offspring continually ariſing, in whom 
a ſpiritual life is gradually ſpringing up from age to age, 
ITY and 
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and which ſhall at laſt be preſented before the throne of 
his glory, numerous as the drops of dew from the womb 
of the morning. And however unfavourable the pre- 
ſent ſtate of the world may be, however croſs things 
may look to the farther ſpreading of his goſpel, they 
who recall to their thoughts the miraculous progreſs it 
made in its early days, — the power of almighty grace 
that hath accompanied the preaching thereof in ſuc- 
ceeding ages, and the exact fulfilling of the ſure word 
of prophecy, can entertain no doubt, that it ſhall one 
day be univerfally received, and reach its whole gra- 
cious deſign. From what is paſt, and the ſtriking con- 
formity between the prophetic deſcriptions and the real 


ſlate of the world, for a ſeries of many hundred years, 


in a great variety of circumſtances, beyond all reach of 
human conjecture, is there not a broad foundation laid 


for our faith, as to what 1s yet to happen, ere the voice 
of the archangel and the trump of God ſhall ſound ? 
What is foretold concerning the general apoſtaſy in the 
latter times; what we read of a gloomy ſtate of corrup- 
tion that ſhould for a long ſeaſon prevail, during the 
reign of the man of ſin; —theſe, and other predictions 
left upon record in the New Teſtament, and particular- 


ly by this laſt prophet of the Chriſtian diſpenſation, are - 


ſo cleared up by the event, that they ſeem now to be as 
plain as formerly they were dark and intricate. "Their re- 
markable completion downward to our own times, aſſures 


the accompliſnn ent of what remains: the evidence for the 


truth of the goſpel, inſtead of being through length of 


time diminiſhed, is daily 6R0wING ; every new accom- 


pliſhment givesa new atteſtation to its ſacred authority, and 
tends to confirm our faith in what the ſame ſpirit of pro- 
phecy hath declared, that the cauſe of truth and righ- 
teouſneſs ſhall be upheld during the moſt gt pre- 
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valency of error and corruption, — and that it ſhall fully 
triumph over them in the end. Yes, my brethren, the 
cry ſhall at length be heard, Babylon the Great is 
« fallen, is fallen, and ſhall no more ariſe!” «© The 
„ kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of 
& our Lord and of his Chriſt.” The ſpirit of Chri- 
ſtianity ſhall enter deep into the ſouls of men, and 
ſpread its ſaving influences through the hearts and lives 
of the people of the earth; thr. ugh kindreds, and na- 
tions: „The righteouſneſs of Sion ſhall go forth as 
<« brightneſs, and the ſalvation thereof as a lamp that 
« burneth ().” * To Shiloh ſhall the gathering of the 
« people be (b).” The earth ſhall be full of the know- 
*: Jedge of the Lord, as the waters cover the ſea (c).“ 
« A Fete one ſhall become a thouſand, and a ſmall one 
« a ſtrong nation, I the Lord will haſten it in his 
« time (d)“ Let theſe words chear and gladden the 
hearts of the faithful in Chriſt Jeſus, whilſt with pa- 
tience of hope they wait for that gracious period 
when it ſhall be ſaid unto them, Ariſe, ſhine; for your 
light is come, and the glory of the Lord is ariſen upon 
you! when the Sun of righteouſneſs ſhall pour forth 
all the day on their once darkened minds, and enable 
them with heaven-taught melody to ſing, © Worthy art 
« thou to take the book, and to open. the ſeals there- 
« of; for thou waſt ſlain, and haſt redeemed us to God 
<« by thy blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, and 
« people, and nation!“ 

Secondly, What mighty encouragement do the words 
of this viſion give to all the benevolent deſigns of Chri- 
ſtians, for promoting the intereſts of their Lord's king- 


(a) Iſaiah Ixii. 1. (5) Gen. xlix. 10. 
(e) Iſaiah xxxv. I. (4) Iſaiah Ix. 22. 
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dom in the world. Whilſt their zealous efforts are di- 
rected towards reſcuing their fellow-creatures from the 
vaſſalage of ſin and Satan, and adding new ſubjects to 
the empire of Jeſus Chriſt; are they not happy, not on- 
ly in being engaged in the moit glorious cauſe, but in 
the aſſurance that this cauſe ſhall prove victorious? that 
their labour ſhall not be in vain ? that the great purpoſes 


of almighty goodneſs ſhall be finally ſucceſsful, and 


the love of God have its entire effect in the ſalvation of 
an innumerable multitude? Whilſt thus employed, 
have they not an intereſt in the promiſe of the true and 
faithful One, that he will be with them to the end of the 


world? the joyful aſſurance, that in ſuch generous 


deſi igns they will be ſupported with the continual exer- 


tions of omnipotence, and that they are FELLO W- 


WORKERS with God? 

To this high character thoſe worthy ſocieties that 
have been formed in different parts of the Chriſtian 
world for diffuſing the knowledge of God, and of his 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, are juſtly intit ed. Various are the 
inſtruments and methods which the ſupreme governor 
makes uſe of for accompl ſhing his own wiſe counſels. 
Amongſt others, he hath put it into the hearts of men, 


warmed with that ſpirit of love which the goſpel breathes, - 


to aſſociate themſelves together for adv ncing the king- 
dom of his dear Son; and great hath been the ſucceſs of 
their endeavours. Thoſe who are rich in this world, 
have cheriſhed the heaven-born purpoſe by liberal dona- 
tions: others, leſs affluent, have yet expreſſed an equal 
regard for their Lord's intereſt, by contributing their mite: 
God hath moſt graciouſly fmiled on their dutiful attempts 


to ſerve him; —and the bleſſings of very many, who 


would otherwiſe have periſhed for lack of knowledge, 
have deſcended, like the dew of heaven, upon the 
E. head; 
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heads of the charitable. Bleſſed be the memories of 


thoſe venerable men who firſt Renten the deſign of this 
noble charity in our own country! God hath indeed e- 
refed for them a conſpicuous and a laſting monument of 
their truly Chriſtian ſpirit, Multitudes of our country- 

men, once deſtitute of the means of religious know- 
ledge, have, through this excellent inſtitution, been 


retrieved from all the miſeries of th-ir deplorable j igno- 
rance, and made acquainted with him whom to know is 


life eternal, Diſtant nations too have begun to feel 
its falutary influence; and the dark places of the earth 
that are full of the habitations of cruelty, have been 
« viſited with the day ſpring from on high,” to diſperſe 
their dreadful gloom, “to bring them to the knowledge 
< of falvation by the remiſſion of ſins, and guide their 


e feet into the way of peace.” The remarkable ſucceſs 


with which God hath proſpered the views of this worthy 
body, juſtifieth the wiſdom of their defign, and the fi- 
delity and zeal with which it hath been conducted. But 
the many public and accurate details that have been gi- 
ven of the excellent conſtitution, the wiſe regulations, 
and extenſive labours of the Society in Scotland for pro- 
pagating Chriſtian knowledge, render it unneceſſary for 
me to be more particular, Suffice it to inform this au- 
dience, that, beſides their ſending ſome miſſionaries to 
labour in the work of the goſpel amongſt the Indians in 
America, and other uſeful deſigns in which they are 
engaged, they ſupport at this preſent time, in the re- 
mote and uncultivated parts of our own country,. na 
fewer than 171 ſchools, where, according to the lateſt 
reports, 7744 children are at once inſtructed in reli» 
gious knowledge, and receive thoſe branches of educa» 
tion which may qualify them for being let] members 

of 


Ll. 3s 1 
df the commonwealth . The benefit conferred on 
them reaches to future ages: the generations to come 
will declare it to their children, that they alſo may ſet 
their hope in God; — and thouſands yet unborn, who 
ſhall enjoy this bleſſing, riſe in pleaſant proſpe& before 
thoſe who are inſtrumental in beſtowing it. 
As every friend of religion and humanity will fay 
concerning ſuch a beneficial undertaking, © God ſpeed,” 
it muſt at the ſame time be obvious, that no ſmall ex- 


| pence is incurred by its enlarged plan of uſefulneſs. In 


fact, the Society's revenue bears but a ſmall proportion 
to the neceſſities of the remote corners of our native 
country, and is far from being ſufficient to anſwer the 


yearly demands made for the erection of new ſchools. 


Hence numbers of our countrymen, and their helpleſs 
offspring, in thoſe uncivilized parts, are ſtill expoſed a 
prey to ſavage i Ignorance, or to the unceaſing artifices, 


and diabolical maxims, of Romiſh emiſſaries. 'The 


fund too is but ſmall that hath hitherto been raiſed for 
the ſupport of the American ſervice : Many of the for- 
lorn natives of that vaſt continent, having had ſome 
tranſierit account of heavenly truth, like the faint rays 
gleaming through the dark night, have lifted up their 


* The firſt charter, obtained from her Majeſty Queen Anne, im- 
powered the ſociety © to receive ſubſcriptions, mortificati ns, don 
tions, &c. and therewith to ere& and maintain ſchools, for teaching 
to read the holy ſcriptures, and other pions books, as alſo to teach 
writing and arithmetic, in the highlands, iſlands, and remote cor- 
ners of Scotland, and in other parts therein mentioned; and to ule 
ſuch means for inſtructing the people in the Chriſtian reformed Pro- 
teſtant religion, as might be competent,” Kc. — By a ſecond char- 
ter, obtained from the crown in the year 1738, the ſociety are autho- 
riſed © to cauſe ſuch of the children as they ſhall think fit, to be 
inſtructed and bred up to huſbindry, trades, and manufaRures, or 
to ſuch other manual operations as the ſociety ſhall think * 5 
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voice, and earneſtly called. for compaſſion to their mi- 


ſeries. Nor has a deaf ear been lent to the cry: Some 


truly apo'tolic men ſent out and ſupported by the Socie- 
ty, have put their life in their hand. and ſet light by 
thoſe perils and hardſhips which nature moſt abhors, 
that they might be meſſengers of joy to the bewildered 
Indians. We truſt their labours have not been altoge- 
ther unſucceſsful : the wilderneſs and the ſolitary place 
have been made to ling for joy at the glad {ound of fal- 
vation :—And will not ſuch promiſing beginnings excite 
thoſe who believe the g:{pel, and to whom God hath 
given of the good things of this life, to lend their friend- 
ly aſſiſtance towards ſpreading the knowledge of the 


Lord amongſt the numerous tribes who have never yet 


heard of his name? 
Behold then, Chriſtians, in theſe two principal ob- 


jets of the Society's care, a grand province for the diſc 


lay and exerciſe of your charity. Surely, if you are 
the willing ſubjects of Chriſt's kingdom, you will ever 
conſider that you are not admitted into it, merely to 
provide for your own welfare: — and whilſt you have 
the comfort of knowing that God will aſſuredly fulfil 
all his good pleaſure, you will adore the depths of that 
wiſdom which uſeth the inſtrumentality of men for ac- 
compliſhing his gracious deſigns; and you will reckon 
it your higheſt honour to co-operate with the grand 
{ſcheme of his providence and grace, to turn men from 
« darkneſs unto light, and from the ſervice of ſin and 


« Satan to the ſervice of the living God,” 


This God-like temper. of kindneſs and compaſſion i is 
an eſſential ingredient of the goſpel; and it will be a 
ſource of ſacred joy to all who have learned of Chriſt, to 
reflect, that his religion breathes ſuch a ſpirit of diffuſive 
goodneſs and charity, as plainly aſcertains irs heavenly 

birth, 


LI 


birth. The ſcriptures teach us, that the reſemblance of 
God in his moral excellencies, is indiſpenſably neceſſa- 
ry; that we can have no evidence of a title to his hea- 
venly kingdom, without a life of active beneficence, 
proportioned te our talents ; — that it is impoſſible to 
pleaſe God without exerciling every benevolent temper 
towards man :— And from them we learn this delightful 
truth, that no tender hearted parent ever more rejoiced 
to promote the welfare of his own offspring, than the 
Father of the ſpirits of all fleſh rejoices in the happineſs 
of his creatures, and in ſeeing them obey his great com- 
mand of doing good one to another. If there be a- 
« mongſt you,” ſaid his ancient law to the Hebrews, 


«© a poor man of one of thy brethren, — thou ſhalt not 


« 


harden thy heart, nor ſhut thine hand from thy poor 
brother, but thou ſhalt open thy hand wide unto him. 
6 — Beware — that thine eye be not evil againſt thy 
* poor brother, and thou giveſt him nought, and he 


CF 


E + 


« cry unto the Lord againſt thee, and it be fin unto 
« thee. Thou ſhalt ſurely give him (a).” Thou 


„e ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf (00 Our Lord, 
in whoſe all- perfect character every virtue ſhone in its 
higheſt form of excellence, hath taught us, in the well- 
known parable of the good Samaritan, that every hu- 
man creature who needs our aſſiſtance is to be conſidered 


by us as our neighbour ; — that all men are neighbours 


to all men, how much ſoever they may be diſtinguiſhed 
from one another in reſpe& of country, or kindred, or 
profeſſion ; and by him we are ſolemnly warned of the 


vanity of thoſe religious hopes that leave the heart har- 


dened, and the hands contraſted, from doing good. 
Among the other amiable qualities that adorn the cha- 
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racters of his followers, and by which they prove inva- 
luable bleſſings to ſociety, the merciful temper holds a 
diſtinguiſhed rank ; and in his eſtimate, pure and unde- 
filed religion, as it reſpects our fellow- creatures, s, to viſit 
the deſolate; to become eyes to the blind, feet to the 
lame, and a father to the afflited poor. Nor could 
the united wiſdom of men and angels ha ve furniſhed us 
with a more charming idea of the devine mercy, than the 
bleſſed Jeſus hath given us, in that aſtoniſhing declara- 
tion of his high regard to this excellent diſpoſition, — 


even from the throne of judgement, and in preſence of 


an aſſembled univerſe: At that awful day of retribu- 
tion, when he ſhall deſcend in all the majeſty of the 


_ univerſal Judge, to inveſt the righteous with the unfa- 


ding inheritance, — and when the great ſcene ſhall cloſe 
in the eternal happineſs or miſery of every human crea- 
ture, — he hath aſſured us, that he will then reward eve- 
ry kind and compaſſionate action, ſpringing from the ge- 
nerous root of faith and love, as if it had been done im- 
mediately to himſelf; — as if the miſeries it relieved had 
been ſuſtained in his own perſon ; — as if he alone had 
received benefit and conſolation by it: In as much 
« as ye have done it to one of the et of theſe my bre- 
« thren, ye have done it unto me.” O the wonderful 
condeſcenſion and benevolence of his heart! and, alas! for 
the unfeeling ſelfiſhneſs, the amazing ſtupidity of men, 
who neglect altogether, or are hardly perſuaded to do good 


to Chriſt! Where ſhall we find a more powerful induce- 
ment to abound in every good word an work ? And yet, 


Perhaps beyond the force e en of this, there is an ar- 
gument to charity, and eſpecially that nobleſt kind of it 
which regards the ſupreme intereſts of men, that will be 
irreſiſtible wits all who have a becoming ſenſe of their 


own obligations to redeeming mercy : You remember, 
_ Chriſtians, 


00: 


Chriſtians, your former ſt:te of eſtrangement and aliena- 
tion from God, and all the miſeries ot that hateful ſitua- 
tion, — and from which you have been happily reſcued 
by the moſt unmerited favour : you remember the un- 


exampled grace of your Saviour, who, though he was 


rich, yet for your ſakes became poor; ſubmitted to be 
a man of ſorrows, acquainted with griefs, and bruiſed 
for your iniquities; was numbered with tranſgreſſors, 
that you might mingle amongſt the innumerable commpa- 
ny of ſaints and angels in his everlaſting kingdom; — 


ſuffered, as to his humanity, a terrible eclipſe of his Fa- 


ther's countenance, that you might walk for ever in the 


light of the Lord; — was ſcourged, and crowned with 


thorns, and loaded with the accurſed tree, that you might 
wear the crown immortal, — that you might poſſeſs the 
inheritance incorruptible ; poured his groans, and ſhed his 
blood, bowed his bleſſed head, and gave up the ghoſt, 
that he might redee m you from the power of the ſecond 
death, and introduce you to all the nameleſs glories of e- 
ternal life. This is an inſtance of heavenly bene vo- 
lence ſo great, that it is impoſſible to repreſent it in any 
proper light; — all the power of language ſinks far be- 


neath it: But they in whoſe hearts the love of Chriſt 


hath been ſhed abroad, will feel its conſtraining influence, 
carrying them forth in all the acts of ſpiritual obedience 
to God, and of ſympathy, compaſſion, and charity, to- 


wards their fellow-men; and their own grateful ſenſe 


of redemption by the blood of the croſs, will lead them 
to glorify their beloved Lord, by doing the things which 


are well: pleaſing in his fight. O] my brethren, were 


this moſt intereſting motive duly attended to by all pro- 
felled believers, what think ye? would there be any 
need to addreſs you on occaſions of this nature, beſeech- 


ing, for his ſake, a ſmall portion of your Lord's goods, 
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to ſupply his needy ones, either in our own country, or 
elſewhere? Nay, but the law of gratitude would ſponta- 
neouſly impell you to embrace every opportunity of dif- 
fuſing the ſweet ſavour of his knowledge at nom, 
and of extending its ſaving influence FURTHER through 
the earth. Thus employed, you would enjoy the no- 
bleſt of all ſatisfactions, that of being uſeful in the world; 
— of promoting the preſent peace and happinef of your 
fellow-creatures, and of ſubſerving the merciful deſign 
of Providence for cheir everlaſting ſalvation. Whilſt the 
love of Chriſt conſtrained you to this, and to adorn your 


character by a conduct anſwerable to your high calling, — 


to the relation you bear to him who has loved you, and 
waſhed you from your fins in his blood; with joy would 
you be enabled to look for the bleſſed hope of his ap- 
pearance, — have the glad proſpe& of being owned by 
him before an aſſembled world, and of hearing that 


tranſporting ſentence, pronounced with a voice of incon- 


ceivable ſweetneſs and love, Come, ye bleſſed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you before 
« foundation of the world! 

In the laſt place, as we have in this paſſage a repre- 
ſentation of the glorious iſſue of the counſel of peace 
for our redemption ; —an innumerable multitude from all 
kingdoms and ages of the world, redeetned by the Son 
of God, and ſtanding before the throne ; indiſſolvably u- 
nited to the uncreatcd ſource of life _d bleſſedneſs; u- 


nited to one another, and to the whole ſinleſs and holy 


part of the univerſe in ways unknown to mortals ; is it 
not natural for the heirs of the kingdom to look for- 


ward to this grand conſummation ; — to begin the ſong 


of Sion, and anticipate their glory before the fulneſs 
thereof is revealed? whilſt their love and benevolence 


Is not confined to one narrow little ſect, to one particu- 


lar 


L 41 J 
lar church or ſociety arbitrarily diſtinguiſned from the 
reſt of Chriſtians, but embraces the whole body of the 
faithful, whereſoever ſcattered upon the face of the 
earth? Having one Lord, one faith, one baptiſm, and 


one heaven, ſet before them, where all his people ſhall 


for ever dwell, — what hinders their meeting together in 


ſpirit, be their denomination what it will, under this cha- 


racter common to them all, © ſinners redeemed to God by 


te the blood of the Lamb, and united under a ſyſtem of 
& divine laws, the ſum of which is love to God, and 


** Jove to one another?“ Such deſireable union and 
communion of the ſaints might not indeed wholly anſwer 
the fair idea which the imagination repreſents; becauſe 
perfection either in knowledge, or in holineſs, dwells 
not here below, — it is reſerved for the world of light: 
yet it would be more than a faint image of that church 
which he who wrote the words of this book had the plea- 
ſure to ſee, coming down from God out of heaven, 

Prepared as a bride adorned for her huſband, which had 
no need of the ſun, neither of the moon to ſhine in it; for 
the glory of God did enlighten it, and the Lamb was 
the light thereof.“ 

. The whole revelation of the manifold grace af God 
firongly perſuades to this catholic union : the ſpirit and 
precepts of the goſpel warmly inculcate and recommend 
it : © Beloved, if God ſo loved us, we cught alſo to love 
* one another ;?” — to “ put on, as the ele& of. God, 
& bowels of mercies, kindneſs, meekneſs; forbearing 


* one another, and forgiving one another, even as God 


« for Chriſt's ſake hath forgiven us.“ T hat ever · bleſſed 
perſon, whoſe very name ſhould infinitely endear to us 


whatever bears the ſtamp of his authority, the great 


friend, the Saviour of ſinners, hath injoined It as his fa- 


vourite law, — enforced by a motive peculiar to the 
F Chriſtian 


— — 
„ 
55 


E 
PZ 3 8 ” — * 2 % 


— 2 


— Aa 


— "$6 2 —— _ at 
A. 04 * 1 PE 


165 
15 
ol 
» 5 
hy 7 
1 
[4 

8 


= 
— —— — ——— 


Wn; 


— 42 J 
Chriſtian diſpenſation, even his love, which led him to 
the croſs, for us and for our ſalvation: © A new com- 
« mandment I give unto you, that ye love one another; 
% as I have loved you, that ye alſo love one another. 
« By this ſhall all men know that ye are my diſciples, 
_ ye have love one to another,” They were among 
his parting words : — and ſhould not a facred regard to 
them be cngraven on the hearts of his profeſſed friends ? 
is it not eternally due to. his ſupreme authority and 
matchleſs grace? 
They who poſſe ſs this amiable badge of the Chriſtian 
character, are by it aſſured of their union with the God 
of love, with the Prince of peace, Immanuel, God 
with us, whoſe ceaſeleſs employment it is to gather a 
pure church unto himſelf, as its common centre, whence 
the Holy Spirit is diffuſed through his whole myſtical 
body, to cauſe it make increaſe © to the edifying of it- 
«« felf in love.” This ſtrong bond is like the cement 
in the building, which keeps the itones together: with- 
out this, though they lie on the foundation, yet. are 
they not compacted together, ſo as to give ſtability to 
the edifice. The enemies of Chriſt are well aware of 
this, and fail not to take advantage of our unſeemly 


_ controverſies; — whilſt they perverſely uſe them as an ar- 
gument againſt the divinity of that religion, the very ge- 


nius of which is love! Our Lord had this in his eye 
when, about to leave the world, he prayed that his 
{{ciples might be one with each other and with him, that 
the world might believe the Father had ſent him. Their 
union he 8 would be a happy means of ſpreading 
his goſpel, by mens obſerving the heavenly ſpirit of 
benevolence and holy joy with which it inſpired its 
votaries ; and by the opportunity which their union would 
BY chem of jointly purſuing the moſt vigorous mea- 
ſures 


L -43-] 


fares for attaining that deſireable end. The ſacred 
ſtructure would riſe faſt under the hands of ſuch able 
builders, and appear with more ſurpriſing beauty and pro- 
portion : whereas diſſenſions among themſelves would 
give it a different aſpe& ; would create prejudices in the 
minds of men againſt its founder; his bleſſed name 
would be vilified, and infinite diſcredit brought upon 
his goſpel, We call him Maſter and Lord; and we 
ſay well, for ſo he is. Bleſſed Jeſus! how marvellous 
is thy condeſcenſion in allowing us to be called by thy 
name! Subjection to thee is honour infinitely greater 
than univerſal empire. The molt dutiful obedience we 
can yield thee is but a poor return for all the ardours of 
thy compaſſionate heart and dying love! If I then 
„ be your Maſter, where is mine honour ? faith the 
“ Lord.” Where indeed is our regard for the pro- 
ſperity of his kingdom, or what ſenſe have we of his 
high authority and redeeming love, if it creates not in 
us tender compaſſion and humbleneſs of mind one to- 
wards another? Surely they who have ſat at his feet, and 
drank into his ſpirit, witl not only wiſh for the ſpiritual 
increaſe of his church, and fervently pray for it; but 
concur to the accompliſhment of his views, by employing 
their moſt active endeavours for promoting it: And 


wWuhilſt they are concerned that his friends may be joined 


together as far as human in perfection will admit, in the 
purity of the goſpel; — whilſt they contend carneſtly 
for the faith once delivered to the ſaints, and in meek. 
neſs of wiſdom. inſtruct thoſe who oppoſe themſelves; 
that ſpirit of piety and univerſal charity into which 
they are regenerated, will likewiſe teach them to cheriſh 
as brethren, all who ſincerely acknowledge the {ame 
Lord and Maſter, though their ſentiments may not in all 


things be exactly the fame ; nor will their communion be 
F limited 
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limited by any other bounds, than an agreement in the 
undoubted eſſentials of the Chriſtian faith. Are others 
agreed with us in what the word of God plainly de- 
clares, that man, fallen and corrupted, needs the in- 
terpoſition ot an Almighty Saviour, and his renewing 
grace, to reſtore him to the favour and the image of his 
Maker ? do they look for admiſſion into the city of the 
great King, only by having, their robes waſhed and made 
white in the blood of the Lamb? and whilit they re- 
vere his rightful dominion over them as their Lord and 
hawgivcr, is his great and amiable life made manifeſt in 
their mortal bodies, by the piety and beneficence, the 
meekneſs and purity of their manners? peace be up- 
on them! The Lord hath reccived them; he whoſe 
ſole prerogative it is to preſcribe terms of life ard death 
to men under his goſpel, hath received them into his 


communion ; — and therefore we will receive them into 


ours; — for our brethren and companions ſake we will 


now fay, Peacc be within the walls of our Zion, pro- 


ſperity within her palaces; becauſe of the houſe of the 
Lord our God we will ſeek thy good: — we will love 
all who bear the image of Chriſt, for the truth's fake 
which dwelleth in them, and ſhall be with them for ever. 
May this benign temper be ardently cultivated by all 
the followers of Chriſt, as being indeed an eſſential part. 
of their character; — whilſt with cager hope they em- 
brace the promiſe of our Lord's coming, and wait for 
that happy hour when the day ſhall break, and in the 
pureſt light of Ged they ſhall fee light. Soon ſhall 
they put cit this clay tabernacle, and, with it, the darken- 
ing medium throvgh which they now behold ſpiritual 
objects ;— yea the time haſſens on, when the ſkies grown 
vid, as doth a garment, ſhall be folded up, and the 
material 


1 


material heavens ſhall be diſſolved with fervent heat? 
The laſt trumpet ſhall pierce the dwellings of the dead, 
and ſhake this defiled earth out of its place; and the 
former things being done away, the new heavens and 
the new earth, wherein dwelleth righteouſneſs, ſhall 
ſucceed. — And then ſhall his people be led into all 
truth, and ſhall all know the Lord. With raviſhing 
conviction it ſhall be ſeen, that this is life eternal, to 
know the one true God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom he hath 
ſent; and that delightful truth ſhall be laid open in all 
the fuln:ſs of its heavenly meaning, He hath aboliſhed 
death, and brought life and immortality io light. Keing 
arrived at the promiſed land of reſt, his diſciples ſhall 
no more envy or miſtake one another; nor ſhall any one 
diſcover a blemiſh in the eye of his neighbour : charity 
ſhall never fail: the ſpirit of, righteouſneſs, peace, joy, 
kindneſs, and every real exccllency that hath now a per- 
manent feat in the foul, ſhall be for ever perfected: ſu- 
preme love to God, and the molt placid benignity to- 
wards one another, ſhall reign in every breaſt, and all the 
errors and weakneſſes of mortality ſhall be {wallowed up 
the light of the Lord. Hail we then the triumphs of 
that bright day! when the loud, the univerſal ſhout 
ſhall be heard, It is finiſhed ! when the redeemed of 
the Lord ſhall behold with their eyes what was repre - 
ſented to this apoſtle in viſion, even the kingdom of 
Chriſt appearing in its full meridian glory! when all the 
riches of unſearchable wiſdom, all the diſplays of al- 
mighty power, and all the fruitions of infinite goodneſs, 
{hall ennoble and bleſs the ſaints for evermore ! when, 
in fine, by the ſecond coming of Chriſt, the truth of 
the divine promiſes, through all their progreſſive evolu- 
tions, ſhall be gloriouſly illuftrated ; like ſo many 
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ſtreams, which, after a long courſe, and various wind- 
ings, pour themſel ves with an accelerated force into the 
boſom of the great deep. Even ſo come, Lord Jeſus, 
come quickly! Amen, 


NAMES 
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NAMES of the perſons appointed to re- 
ceive BENEFACTIONS in London and Edin- 
burgh, for the uſe of this SocIETY. el 


In London, John M*Intoſh, junior, Eſq; Mer- 

chant. | 

In Edinburgh, Mr John Davidſon Writer to 
the Signet. 


FORM of a Bzquzsr or Lrcacy. 


Ttem, I give and bequeath the ſum of 

to the Society in Scotland for propa- 

cating Chriſtian Knowledge, to be applied 

{ erther to the purpoſes of the firſt or ſecond char- 

ters, as the donor pleaſes.] —— See the deſign 
of both charters p. 35. preceding. 


| Committee of DIRECTORS for the 
year 1708, 


James Smollet of Bonhill, Eſq; his Majeſty's 
Sheriff-depute for the ſhire of Dunbar- 
” ton, 
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- fon, and one of the Commiſlaries of Edin- 
burgb, Preſes. > 

Dr Patrick Cuming, one of the Miniſters of 
Edinburgh. 

Mr Milliam Wilſon of Soonhope, Writer in 
Edinburgh. | 

Mr William Dickſon Dyer in Edinburgh. 

Dr Alexander Webſter, one of the Miniſters 
of Edinburgh. 

Mr William Tod junior, Merchant there. 

Mr Robert Scott-Moncrieff Merchant there. 

Joſeph Williamſon, Eſq; Advocate. 

Mr John Caw Depute-ſecretary to the Board 

of Exciſe. 

Dr Jahn Erſkine, one of the Miniſter of E- 
dinburgh. | 

Mr James Robertſon, Profeſſor of Oriental 

Languages in the en of Eain- 
burgh. © 

Mr Archibald Wallace, Merchant in Edin- 
burgh. . 

Mr John Walker Merchant there. 1 

Mr Wilkam Galloway Merchant there. | 

Mr John Forreſt junior, Merchant there. 


The 


1 
The Right Honourable the Earl of Nnnoul is 
Prefident of the General Court. 
Alexander Tait, Eſq; one of the Principal 
Clerks of Seſſion, Secretary. 
John Forreſt, Eſq; Merchant in Edinburgh, 


and Deputy-governor of the Bank of Scot- 
land, Comptroller, 


Robert Chalmers, Accomptant. 

Jobn Davidſon, Writer to the Signet, Trea- 

.- 1m; 

Alexander Stevenſon, Writer in Faun 
Clerk. | 

David Ruſell, Accomptant in Edinburgh, 
Bookholder. 

James Brown, Bookſeller. 

Alexander Coutts, Officer. 
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